Press release template 

[MILL NAME] OPEN FOR NATIONAL MILLS WEEKEND ON [DATE] 

[Mill name] will be open to visitors from [time] to [time] on [day(s) and dates] as part of National Mills Weekend. [Add a short summary of any activities/events] 

National Mills Weekend is the festival of the UK’s milling heritage, and the chance for everyone to explore their local windmills and watermills. This annual event celebrates the heritage and history of mills, and the people who care for them today. It has been organised by the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) and its Mills Section since the 1980s and takes place each year on the second weekend of May.

[Mill name] is a … [include information about your mill: what kind of mill it is, when it was built, any interesting facts] 

If your mill does not normally open to the public, make this clear: 
National Mills Weekend is [the only time/one of x occasions/the first time] the mill will be open [this year/in xx years]. It is the chance for local people to look inside and find out more about the role of the mill in local life over the centuries. 

If you are organising tours or activities: 
Visitors to the mill will get the chance to [add details of what you are planning, e.g. guided tours, children’s activities, etc.] 

Add a quote from your organisation or a local supporter: 
[Name] said: “[e.g. National Mills Weekend is a fantastic opportunity for people to explore their local heritage, and we look forward to welcoming visitors]” 

Further information on [Mill name] can be found on the mill’s website at [your website] 

General information about the National Mills Weekend can be found on the SPAB website at https://www.spab.org.uk/mills/national-mills-weekend 

Further information and images 
Images available: 
[give titles/descriptions, who took the photos and copyright information] 

Contact: 
[Your name and contact details – include a daytime phone number and an email address if possible] 

Notes to Editors 
The Mills Section of the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) is the UK’s national organisation for protecting and promoting traditional windmills and watermills. Founded in 1931 when mills were rapidly disappearing from the landscape, it has campaigned ever since to save mills from destruction and conversion. It runs talks, workshops and events; provides technical advice, training and funding for the sympathetic repair of mills and their machinery; and supports the SPAB Millwright Fellowship which trains craftspeople in this endangered craft. 

The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) works across the UK and Ireland to give old buildings a future. It educates and inspires people to look after old buildings, making them comfortable and sustainable while keeping their character. It does this through casework, technical research and advice, education and training, awards, outreach and events. Its work is underpinned by a conservation philosophy that encourages people to preserve historic fabric. The SPAB Approach provides a well-tested basis for practical decision-making in building conservation. It also encourages excellence in new design to enrich and complement the built historic environment. Founded in 1877 by William Morris, SPAB continues to advocate for old buildings almost 150 years later. 

