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TECHNICAL COURSES – 2008      
 

T1:  Environmental Monitoring and Control T8:  Roof Shingles 
T2:  Lime Plastering for Building Contractors T9:  Thatch 
T3:  Lime for Repointing, Plasters and Renders T10: Sandstone 
T4:  Pargetting T11: Introduction to Lime for Building Contractors 
T5:  Sand Cast Lead T12: Structural Engineering and Conservation 
T6:  Flooding T13: Introduction to Historic Paint Technology 
T7:  Clay Roof Tiles  
 

 

T1:    HISTORIC BUILDINGS : 
  ENVIRONMENTAL MEASUREMENT 
  and CONTROL 
Date:    Tuesday 20th May 
Venue:   Nostell Priory, Yorkshire 
Cost:    £100 
CPD:  5 Hours 
 

Being able to measure and control the environment within historic 
buildings provides the key to reducing the deterioration of important 
historic fabric and promotes the growing need to save energy and 
increase sustainability.  How do you interpret the data produced? 
What conflicts arise?  Topics will include: the general scientific principles behind environmental monitoring, how to 
address problems and identify symptoms, and the monitoring of damp and decay. Also covered will be the effects 
of air pollution on historic buildings and the impact of environmental conditions on wall paintings. 
 

 

 

NATURAL STONE SHOW 
 

Date:  13th – 14th March 
Venue:   ExCel, Docklands, London, E16 
Stand:   D48 in the Conservation Area 
The show will have an area dedicated to stone 
conservation.  Organisations such as English 
Heritage, Historic Scotland, the Institute of 
Conservation, SPAB and the Institute of Historic 
Building Conservation will be present.  Visitors 
can seek free advice from experts in the this 
area and can attend a programme of specialist 
seminars. 
 

 
T2:   LIME PLASTERING  – 2 Days 
Date:  Friday 4th – Saturday 5th April 
Venue:  Wheathills Farm, Matlock, Derbyshire 
Price:  £175 
 

A two-day practical course for modern (gypsum and 
cement) plasterers, providing an introduction to lime 
plastering.  The course covers the use of fat lime and 
hydraulic lime for masonry, plasterwork, rendering and 
roughcasting.  Delegates will use different materials 
(riven lath, sawn lath, reed) and practise 3-coat lime 
plastering - the pricking-up coat, the floating coat and 
the setting coat. Phone for further information. 

 

 
 
T6:  FLOODING 
 

Date:  Friday 20th June 
 

Venue: Tewkesbury 
 Gloucestershire 
 

Price:  £100 
 

CPD: 5 Hours 

Since last summer's flooding, the worst since 1947, the SPAB has heard from 
many enquirers desperate to save their old buildings, not only from the flood 
waters but also from the destructive advice given by many building insurance 
companies.  It appears from our research that whether a flooded building is new or 
old the same blanket approach to cleaning up, drying out and reinstatement is 
used. Unfortunately this approach has meant the loss of important historic fabric 
and the damaging effect of reinstatement using inappropriate materials.  Through 
the use of case studies combined with sympathetic environmental specialist and 
conservation professional advice, this course will address the main issues found 
when dealing with flood damaged old buildings and their repair.
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CPD EVENTS : All CPD Events are £40 per session  and count for 1 hour of CPD  time each. 
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SPRING 
 
T3:  LIME POINTING, PLASTERS 

and RENDERS 
Date:   Tues 8th April – CPD Morning 
Venue:  North Essex / Suffolk 
 

Bill Sargent has many decades of experience in using 
lime generally and pargetting specifically Join Bill for a 
morning to learn about using lime for pointing, 
plastering and renders.  Learn about using different 
lime mortar mixes for different applications and 
understand the likely time to complete tasks and other 
topics that will help in understanding and specifying 
conservation work. 
 

 
 

T4:   PARGETTING 
Date:   Tues 8th April – CPD Afternoon 
Venue:  North Essex / Suffolk 
 

The afternoon CPD session will demonstrate the arts 
of combed, stamped and free-hand pargetting, Bill will 
talk about the common problems and solutions for 
historic pargetting, and information useful to those 
needing to specify new or replacement work. 
 
T5:   SAND CAST LEAD 
Date:   Tues 29th April – CPD Afternoon 
Venue:  CEL Leadworks, Peterborough 
 

This CPD afternoon will start with a presentation and a 
demonstration of sand cast lead where delegates will 
see the sand bed being prepared, the lead poured to 
the required CODE and then the lead sheet being cut 
into manageable rolls.  After a tea break, the group will 
visit a local roofing project to see the lead being 
repaired, laid and dressed insitu.  The afternoon will 
be useful for any professional keen to learn more 
about lead sheet production, dressing techniques and 
general specification information. 

 

AUTUMN 
 
T7:   CLAY ROOF TILES 
Date:   Tues 8th July – CPD Morning 
Venue:  Keymer Tiles, Burgess Hill 

West Sussex 
 

For over 400 years, Keymer have been making 
traditional hand made clay roof tiles that have adorned 
buildings throughout the world from cottages to 
castles.  During the morning, delegates will be split 
into two groups and rotate between a presentation on 
clay roof tile production, application and installation, 
and a tour of the Keymer workshop where they’ll see 
the process end to end, from digging out the wealden 
clay, to hands-on demonstrations where you can try 
making your own roof tile. 
 
T8:   ROOF SHINGLES 
Date:   Tues 8th July – CPD Afternoon 
Venue:  Weald and Downland Museum, 
  West Sussex 
 

Peter Harknett, during a lecture and practical 
demonstration will pass on some of his vast 
knowledge on timber roof shingles.  Aided by John 
Deal, a local conservation architect, they will provide 
information on shingle size, setting out a shingle roof 
and general fixing techniques. 
 

 
 
T9:   THATCH 
Date:   Tues 2nd Sept – CPD Afternoon 
Venue:  Hertfordshire 
 

An afternoon lecture and demonstrations, suitable for 
anyone who would like to learn more about specifying 
thatch work.  Learn about the repair and protection of 
thatch.  Topics will include types, techniques, 
specifications, insulation and fire safety. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Book all three Spring or all three Autumn Events for £100.  See booking form for details. 

 
 



x 

T10:   SANDSTONE 
Date:   Tues 16th September 
Venue:  Southern Scotland – (venue to be confirmed) 
Price:   £100 
CPD:  5 Hours 
 

The format for the day is still being finalised, but will be a mix of 
technical lectures and demonstrations.  Topics to include: information 
on the structure of sandstone, the correct mortars to use, common 
defects and methods of repair and conservation.  Experts with years of 
experience will talk about the issues and demonstrate some of the 
craft techniques.  Of interest to anyone needing more information 
about working with sandstone. 
 
 

BUILDING LIMES FORUM ‘LIME FAIR’ 
Date:     14th – 17th August 2008 
Venue:     Isle of Man 
 

Visit the SPAB stand at the Lime Fair which will feature exhibitions and demonstrations from lime and allied trades 
on all aspects of lime work –lime slaking, repointing, plastering and much more. www.buildinglimesforum.org.uk 
 

 

T11:   INTRODUCTION TO LIME 
for BUILDING CONTRACTORS 

Date:   A Monday in September 
Venue:  Somerset - (venue to be confirmed) 
Price:   £100 
 

A practical one-day course for building contractors 
and tradesmen, experienced in the use of cement 
and gypsum who would like to start working with 
lime.  Marianne Suhr, a surveyor and BBC 
‘Restoration’ presenter, will be joined by builders and 
other professionals, to deliver a full day of lectures, 
workshops and demonstrations.  Topics covered 
include why lime is best for most old buildings and 
the correct mixes for mortars, plasters and renders. 

T12:  CONSERVATION ENGINEERING 
Date:  Tues 28th October 
Venue:  Northern England – (venue to be confirmed) 
Price:  £100 
CPD: 5 Hours 
 

Engineers with experience of working with historic 
buildings will talk about the issues.  How should the 
engineering approach be altered when faced with 
ancient materials?  Information will be shared during 
a series of lectures and case studies, looking at the 
process of surveying, assessing and diagnosis of 
historic structures and how modern building 
regulations can be satisfied. 
 

 

T13:   INTRO TO HISTORIC PAINT TECHNOLOGY 
Date:   Tues 11th November 
Venue:  Birmingham 
Price:   £100 
CPD:  5 Hours 
 

This course aims to provide all interested architects, surveyors, engineers, builders, 
conservation officers etc. with the basics of traditional paint technology.  The course will 
include practical demonstrations in using limewash, soft/glue size distemper, oil bound 
water paints, oil paints as well some later paints: emulsion, acrylic resin, silicates etc.  
Each demonstration will consider substrate preparation, constituent materials, application 
and post-application care.  The workshop sessions will be supplemented by illustrated  
lectures on The History of Paint, substrate compatibility and cleaning considerations. 
 

Building Conservation Summer School : 14 - 18 September 2008, Cirencester 
 

If you want to specialise in inspecting and repairing old and traditional buildings this residential course will give you 
skills in the historic building surveying profession.  The school offers building surveying students and APC 
candidates an opportunity to experience conservation as it happens.  Practitioners are also welcome to attend as 
day delegates to discover new skills and gain a greater understanding of building conservation philosophy and 
techniques.   
 

Leading professionals in the field, will take you through areas as diverse as:    * Building conservation philosophy     
* Structural diagnosis and repair     * Timber decay     * Stone conservation     * Specifications and contracts      
* Using traditional material such as stone, glass and iron     * Timber framed buildings and traditional roof structures  
 

Students also get hands on sessions on how to use lime mortars and renders and an opportunity to watch 
restoration work as it happens. 
 

For more information please go to www.rics.org/summerschool 
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NEED TECHNICAL ADVICE ON YOUR OLD BUILDING? 
 
See if the SPAB can help.  Find answers to frequently asked questions or details of relevant publications and 
courses at www.spab.org.uk   Call our technical advice line to discuss your query or obtain names of contacts. 
 
Weekdays : 9.30am-12.30am : 020 7456 0916 (Not Wednesdays) or 020 7043 1075 (Wednesdays Only). 
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Please see the Society’s website www.spab.org.uk for further information about the following courses: 
 

An Introduction to the Repair of Old Houses 
Aimed at homeowners & anyone with a general interest in building conservation, a weekend covering 
topics such as damp, timber decay, listed building consent procedures & lime washing and pointing. 
Next Dates: 
Brecon, Wales – 28th – 29th June 2008 : £150 
Dunster, Somerset – 6th – 7th September 2008 : £150 
 

The Repair of Old Buildings 
A course of lectures and site visits.  Intended for architects, 
surveyors, structural engineers, planners, conservation 
officers, builders and craftsmen.  The object of the course is to 
illustrate by lectures and practical examples the manner in 
which the conservative repair of old buildings can be achieved. 
Next Dates: 
Spring - 12th – 17th May 2008 : £700 
Autumn - 6th – 11th October 2008 : £700 
 

Faith in Maintenance Courses 
Do you worry about damp in your church building? Faith in Maintenance is a new initiative which aims to 
help volunteers who look after historic places of worship. We provide free training courses to help you 
understand how your building works and how to solve problems caused by leaky gutters and blocked 
drains. www.spabfim.org.uk 
�
 

 

SPAB Technical Courses Booking Form 2008  
 

Please indicate how many places you would like on the courses: 
 

 

T1: Environmental Monitoring �  £100 T8: Roof Shingles �  £40 
T2: Lime Plastering Practical �  £175 T9: Thatch �  £40 
T3: Lime for Pointing, Plasters, Renders �  £40 T7, T8 & T9: ��� �  Special Rate: Autumn CPD ��� �  �  £100 
T4: Pargetting �  £40 T10: Sandstone �  £100 
T5: Sand Cast Lead �  £40 T11: Introduction to Lime �  £100 
T3, T4 & T5: ��� �  Special Rate: Spring CPD ��� �  �  £100 T12: Structural Engineering and Cons. �  £100 
T6: Flooding �  £100 T13: Intro to Historic Paint Technology �  £100 
T7: Clay Roof Tiles �  £40    
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