
the cement pointing in lime, re-bed
the loose stones and to repair the
Victorian upper stones of the shaft
and the tabernacle. The Society has
strongly advised repair, rather than
replacement, and conservation of
the bottom shaft stone and the base

stone as these are the only two
surviving medieval stones in the
structure. We consider that such is
the significance of these stones that
a conservator should be invited to
report on the potential repair and
retention of the shaft stone to
establish whether it is practicable to
retain it and, at the same time, to
report on the shaling silicate skin to
the base stone.  

While the loss of two medieval
stones may seem a minor
consideration on a national scale,
they are critical to the historic
character, quality and value of the
cross. The loss of just two stones
could transform a structure which is

authentically medieval to one that
has lost its essential historic
character and is of far less value.  
Catherine Cullis

Duchy Palace
Lostwithiel
Cornwall
Lesser known among medieval
palaces is the one at Lostwithiel.
The Society has recently
considered a minor proposal for the
grade I listed building, taking
advice from Cornish SPAB member
Richard Roberts. The scheme was
not controversial, but we anticipate
further applications for the site.
MS
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Top, 94 Dean Street, Soho – an historic
survival faces demolition to make way for
Crossrail. Above, Duchy Palace,
Lostwithiel – the SPAB is appraising a
proposal for the grade I building. Above
right, the cross in the churchyard of St
Mary’s, Burford. SPAB advocates retention
of all as much old stone as possible



UPDATE
Church of St Peter and St Paul
Howden Minster  
East Riding, Yorkshire
We warmly welcomed the parish’s
decision to set aside its proposals to
replace the medieval statues and
canopies on the west face of the
Minster, which we had argued
should be retained and conserved.

We hope that an application to
the Society’s Baber Fund will
shortly be forthcoming from the
parish to help with the cost of
emergency holding repairs to the
south-west canopy which is known
to be in very poor condition.

English Heritage has generously
offered to make available the
unused part of its existing grant

towards the cost of the
conservation of the statues and
canopies. We fear for the safety of
those using the west entrance to the
Minster and the survival of this
canopy if nothing is done. 
CC

Church of St Peter
Dinas Powys
Wales
Dinas Powys is in the Vale of
Glamorgan not far from Cardiff 
and Barry, and, although now
mainly a 19th- and 20th-century
near-suburb, is overlooked by the
wooded hill containing the remains
of an 11th- and 12th-century
ringwork and castle. These in turn
are on an earlier site, which

Diocesan Advisory Committee
(DAC) was concerned when it
received an application to re-roof
the church replacing the stone
slates with Welsh slates.  

Some of the stone slates had
slipped, and the parish was worried
that they were reaching the end of
their life. However, the Society and
the DAC strongly felt that the
proposed substitution with Welsh
slates would substantially change
the character of the building, 
and that not enough effort had 
been made to explore means of
retaining and re-using the stone
slates safely. Expert opinion 
and technical advice were sought 
which supported this view 
and on the basis of this evidence 
the Chancellor refused to issue 
a faculty.
Judith Leigh
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explains the resonant name of the
settlement. This still partly visible
history together with a few early
buildings, street-layout and 
green surroundings contribute to
the surviving atmosphere of an
historic village.  

The grade II listed church in the
centre – the medieval church of 
St Andrew’s Major – is a little
beyond to the west. It is by J Coates
Carter, who with JP Seddon formed
the Seddon and Carter partnership. 
The building was designed in 
1927 and built a couple of years
later, after Coates Carter’s death, in
a somewhat reduced form. It has
echoes of a Cotswold barn, with its
stone slates, its interior un-rendered
stone arcade and its tie-beam 
and kingpost roofs. This influence
is not surprising given that Coates
Carter had at one time an office in
Cheltenham. His imaginative,
sometimes even quirky, buildings
in south-east Wales are coming to
be more appreciated, and the

Above left, the Society hopes an application
may be made to its Baber Fund to help 
with repairs to the canopy at Howden
Minster. Above, St Peter’s, Dinas Powys




